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pays that sum, there is nothing else for me to say. But should she
refuse to pay, you will see that, having waged war for another .year,
even if you succeeded in occupying Eastern Siberia, you would spend
four or five hundred more millions in addition to those expended, you
would shed an enormous quantity of blood, and even if you obtained
Eastern Siberia, you would get something which you da not need, and
Russia would be completely unable to pay you anything. At any xate,
she would not be in a position to pay you enough to cover the surplus
expended by you. Of course, my judgment may be erroneous in this
case, but it is rny conviction expressed in good faith, from the stand-
point of Japan's interests as I understand them. Besides, I consider
that all the interests of civilization and humanity forbid the continua-
tion of the war for the sake of a large indemnity.
This letter is, of course, strictly confidential, but I will be glad if
you wire it to your Government and I hope that you can do it If
the message is transmitted at all, it should be done immediately.
Sincerely yours,
(Signed) THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
Oyster Bay, Aug. 23,1905.
Dear Baron Kaneko:
In addition to what I wrote you yesterday, I wish to bring the
following to the attention of the Amhassadors of His Majesty the
Japanese Emperor:
It seems to me that it is to the interests of the great Nipponese
Empire to conclude peace for two reasons: 1st, its own interest;
2nd, the interest of the whole world, toward which Japan has
certain duties. You remember, I am not speaking of the continua-
tion of the war for the purpose of keeping Saghalien, which would
be right, but of the continuation of the war for the purpose of getting
from Russia a large sum of money, which in my opinion would not be
right Of course, it is possible that you may get it, but I am con-
vinced that you would have to pay too dear a price for that success.
If you fail to obtain the money, no further humiliations and losses
inflicted upon Russia would redeem your expenditures in blood and
treasure.
1. It is in Japan's interests now to end the war. She has acquired
domination in Korea and Manchuria; she has doubled her own fleet
by destroying the Russian fleet; she has obtained Port Arthur, Tali-
enwan, the Manchurian Railway; she has obtained Saghalien. There
is no advantage for hex in continuing the war for money, for the